Family and friends of 2d LAR Bn,

	Some great news for you: 2D LAR’s Advanced Party is en route to Camp Lejeune.

	As we approach the end of our deployment, I wanted to share two key pieces of information: (1) How you will be notified of our return dates, and (2) The battalion’s leave and liberty plans through December and January.

    First, as we did during the return from 29 Palms, California, after Enhanced Mojave Viper, we will provide Facebook postings of the time window (as we get them), then the specific date and time, and finally we will make a post as the plane lands in the United States. The expected time of arrival at Camp Lejeune will be in the final posting.

Now I must give fair warning: like all conclusions of a combat deployment, patience will be required in the final moments as Marines need an hour or so after arrival to Camp Lejeune to turn in and account for all weapons and equipment. Unfortunately, there is no way around this (we tried). We will have a reception area where you can rest comfortably (warming tents, coffee and hot chocolate, food) until the Marines are released. We will provide more information on the main body flights in the coming weeks (which will arrive around Thanksgiving) and very soon for the Advanced Party.

Secondly, the leave and liberty schedule for December and January 2012, applicable for the Marines and Sailors returning from Afghanistan:

 
- Thanksgiving liberty routine (no work) from 0800 on Wed, 23 Nov until 1800 on Sun, 27 Nov

- Liberty routine (no work) from 1630 pm on Thu, 1 Dec until 0700 on Monday, 5 Dec

- Liberty routine (no work) from 1630 on Thu, 8 Dec until 0700 on Tuesday, 13 Dec

- Leave period from 1201 on Fri, 16 Dec until 1200 on Tue, 17 Jan

 
    Marines and Sailors will need to remain in the local area (within 75 miles) during the three liberty periods.  As we transition back to a normal routine and conduct post-deployment classes, I ask that everyone take this time before the leave period starts to relax, enjoy family time, and prepare to enjoy the holiday season.  

Next Saturday at 2pm, the FRO is hosting a Banner Making Party. We will provide supplies for you to make a personal “Welcome Home” banner or help make some for the single Marines. This is the last event of the deployment – you’ve almost made it!

Soon after our return, we would like to canvas family members for feedback regarding our Family Readiness program – what we did right to support you and what we could improve going forward.

Thanks for all of your love and support during this deployment. It means the world to us.

 
Semper Fidelis,
LtCol Sokol

