Gunfighter family and friends,
We have finished our last full month of operating! During October the company found itself all over the Battalion’s area of operations. The entire company moved to do interdictions on the north side of the Helmand River for a week and then back down south to our home here at Patrol Base Wolfpack. Upon our return, we continued our interdiction operations as we have been doing throughout the deployment. The Marines and LAVs have moved countless miles and hours, yet they continue to accomplish the mission. The Marines continue to amaze me every day with their willingness and dedication. No one has shown signs of slowing down and all are eager to work hard until the very end. 
Speaking of the very end, we are all excited that 1st LAR’s Advanced Party has arrived and begun the turnover process with us. It is an exciting time because the light at the end of the tunnel is starting to get brighter. I can honestly say that the day the 1st LAR Marines showed up, I saw some Marines smile for the first time in a long time! Also our Advanced Party has departed us to return to Camp Lejeune to begin preparations for all of our return home. 
There were a handful of promotions this month. Michael Ekimoglou was promoted to Lance Corporal. Austin Lange and Phillip Villa were promoted to the rank of Corporal. William Sickles was promoted to the rank of Sergeant. And lastly for promotions, I was promoted to Major. Each Marine that was promoted has definitely earned their promotion and I am looking forward to seeing what these Marines do with their new responsibilities. For awards, Sergeant Andre Griggs was awarded his Good Conduct Medal. 
Gunfighter Family and Friends, I want to personally thank you all from the bottom of my heart for all of the love and support you have given to all of us. We could not do what we do over here if it was not for you all. I have said it before and will continue to say that words cannot describe what it means for all of us to have the love and support of our families behind us. Many Marines have pulled through difficult times due to even just a few words of encouragement from home. We will never admit it, but it is all very much appreciated. We are now definitely in our most dangerous time of the deployment due to thoughts and minds wandering, thinking about home. Please keep the thoughts and prayers coming and remind your Gunfighter to keep his head on a swivel and stay sharp and focused until the very end. 
The end is near! I look forward to meeting as many of you as I can at our homecoming. Thank you again for everything you have done for all of us while we have been over here.

Semper fi,

Major Aaron D. Lenz
