Dear Friends and Families of Echo Company,
	
We successfully completed another month in Afghanistan, and time is moving quickly.  The month of October was very busy while we conducted operations within both desert and the more populated river valley.  The Marines and Sailors continued to do an outstanding job of interacting with the local Afghans and assisting the Afghan National Security Forces.  It has been slow progress; however, we had a tremendous influence on the local area and the Afghan government’s efforts to improve the region.  This is all due to the individual Marines and Sailors consistently providing a professional, constant presence within the populace to deter any enemy influence.
  The Marines and Sailors are still remaining extremely busy as begin to transition our future operations to our re-deployment back to the States.  We have been in contact with our replacement company, and will ensure our efforts within the area are not lost in transition.  We still have a significant amount of work left to accomplish in order to set the region up for success prior to our re-deployment.  
I do know that rumors have already started to spread in regards to next year’s training and future deployments.  I can say that it will be an extremely busy time after leave, and there will be significant leadership changes throughout the company.  This is normal progression before and after deployments.  More information will be passed to the Marines and Sailors over the coming months as decisions are made.  If there are significant questions or concerns that your Marine or Sailor can not answer, please contact me or 1stSgt Billiot for assistance.  
I want to congratulate all of our Corpsmen on finally earning their Fleet Marine Force Warfare Specialist pins.  Hospitalmen Price, Nicodemus, Farmer, Cunningham, and Trimmer worked extremely hard to learn and demonstrate their knowledge of the Marine Corps' history, traditions, and operational capabilities.  They put in countless hours of studying in preparation for the test in addition to taking care of Marines and continuing to execute every patrol.  
Congratulations to Sergeant Fitzpatrick for becoming 2d LAR Battalion’s NCO of the Quarter due to his performance over the past quarter, and for receiving a Certificate of Commendation for this honor.  Lance Corporals Willis and Ogle were acknowledged for their performance through being presented Letters of Appreciation from Apache 6, Capt Laurin.  Their efforts and hard work assisted Apache in executing an agricultural operation providing assistance to more than 2,000 local Afghans.  In recognition of their continued outstanding performance, Sergeants White, Zitzman, and Touponce were awarded the Good Conduct Medal.  Congratulations to all these Marines and Sailors in their well-deserved recognition.
We also had several Marines promoted this month:  Corporals Florczak, Emerson, Bellofatto, and Barcellona and Lance Corporals Wulbrecht and Herrera.  Congratulations to these Marines and their well-deserved promotions.  
As always, thank you very much for your continued support during this long deployment.  We will be home very soon.    

Semper Fidelis, 

Captain Stephen M. Ray
Savage 6
