Friends and Family of Headquarters and Service Company,
	As the last full month of our deployment comes to a close, the Marines and Sailors of Headquarters and Service Company are fully engaged in the relief in place process with their counterparts from our sister battalion, 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion. Spirits are high, and even as we prepare to make our way home, the battalion continues to relentlessly pressure the enemy in our area. Your Marines and Sailors continue to provide unwavering combat service support, and our full intent is to continue the unprecedented operational tempo that has carried us through this deployment all the way up until we board aircraft for our retrograde back to the States. 
	During the month of October, the primary focal point of company training was to:  prepare for the relief in place process, set conditions for retrograde back to the States, and prepare for dealing with the mental and emotional challenges associated with reintegration and transition back to garrison and family life.   
	Congratulations to the H&S Marines who were awarded and promoted during the month of October. Corporal Mitchell of the Battalion Communications Platoon and Private First Class Combs of the Battalion Administration Section both received Meritorious Masts for their noteworthy performance during the month of September.  Sergeant Cunningham of the Battalion Armory was selected for warrant officer and is scheduled to attend Warrant Officer Basic Course early next year. Congratulations to the following Marines who were promoted to their present rank during the month: Captain Jason Paredes, Staff Sergeant Jeremy Wilhoit, Corporals Daniel Nicholson and Alexi Mantis, and Lance Corporal Frederick Cormaney.
I would also like to take this opportunity to announce a few additions to the LAR family and congratulate their proud parents. Congratulations to Staff Sergeant Agustin and his wife, Maria, for the birth of their baby boy Raphael Rodrigo Agustin; Sergeant Cunningham and his wife, Jera, welcomed Lillyan Faith Cunningham into the world; and Sergeant Wyatt and his wife, Margaret, were blessed with the birth of Isabella Grace Wyatt.
As always, friends and family, thank you again for your sacrifices and support. Within a few days of this newsletter posting, some of you will be reunited with your Marine or Sailor, as a small contingent of personnel have already begun their journey to Camp Lejeune in order to prepare facilities and processes for the arrival of the main body.  The rest of us will be home within the next month, but first we’ve got a job to finish!
Semper Fidelis, 
Captain David B Parker III



