Destroyer Ladies, kids, parents, families and friends,
I’ve had the opportunity and pleasure of talking to so many of you in the last 6 months, but am regrettably only now writing to all of you, and in particular, those I’ve not had the chance to meet.  First, I’ll never be able to fully express how fortunate I am to serve with your loved ones - the Marines and Sailors of the 2d Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion.  My pride and humility at being associated with this unit grows greater every day; I am forever thankful for all you do in supporting your Marine, your Sailor, and this unit.
As you’ve doubtlessly noticed, for the last six months, this battalion has been very busy.  When we first spoke in February, I told all of you that regardless of whether this battalion deployed to Afghanistan, the Marines and Sailors would be engaged in a very rigorous training program that would prepare the battalion to deploy anywhere at a moment’s notice, be successful on the battlefield, and return safely to our families; that’s exactly what we’ve been doing.  You should be very proud of your Marines and Sailors.  For the better part of the last ten years, the Marines of 2d LAR – like their brothers in 1st and 3d LAR – have been conducting missions in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other places across the globe with our platoons deployed with the Marine Expeditionary Unit.  Most of these missions have had us cast in roles more similar to those of our brother infantry units as opposed to those of a light armored reconnaissance one.  Getting back to what this battalion does for a living has required the energy, dedication and hard work of every member of this battalion.  Through the demanding training done by our companies, successful gunnery qualifications of our LAV-25 crews, the recently completed battalion field exercise (FEX), and the various battalion-level scout and weapons packages, we are firmly headed in the right direction.  We’re ready for our month-long training and evaluation (Enhanced Mojave Viper, or EMV) at 29 Palms. 
We’ve had several family events over the last few months.  Our most recent, the Jane Wayne Day at the beginning of June, was a huge success; I’d love to do this again as it gives you all some insight into what your Marines and Sailors do on a daily basis, while deployed, and everywhere in between.  Our next event will be the battalion Beach Bash at Onslow Beach, August 9th.  You’ll find details on the eMarine webpage.  I look forward to having another opportunity to spend time with you all, watch our kids play together, and talk to you about all the great things your loved ones are doing.  That event will be followed by: an event in September for the families, as the majority of the battalion will be in 29 Palms; our battalion Marine Corps Birthday Ball in Greenville on 7 November; and the battalion Christmas party during the first weeks of December.  
The battalion’s focus is on combat readiness and our Marines and Sailors.  Fundamental to our readiness and the welfare of our Marines and Sailors is the health and readiness of our families.  We’re fortunate to have the families we do in this battalion; I’m committed to do all I can to make sure you’re informed of what we’re doing and offer opportunities for us all to come together.  Your help in providing ideas for the latter is of great value to me, our Family Readiness Officer, Harold Rowland, and our family readiness advisors, assistants, and volunteers.  Again, my heartfelt thanks for all you do in supporting what we do.  I look forward to seeing you all soon and Semper Fidelis!
