









29 October 2012

Destroyer Family!
I just wanted to send out a quick update, as I didn’t get a chance to talk to all of you this past Friday   and I want to thank all of you that came to the Trick R’ Trunk.  I hope that your families enjoyed the event and that the decorations and characters in all of the company offices didn’t scare too many of the kids (or adults).  

As you all know, we returned from Twentynine Palms at the beginning of this month.  Our training and the evaluation we received at the last Enhanced Mohave Viper (EMV) were great successes.  The “report card” we received while there puts the battalion’s readiness in the highest tier.  As you also know, the battalion is not currently slated for a deployment to Afghanistan or other contingency.   However, the level of readiness that the battalion is currently at and our focus on deployability at a moment’s notice will make us a “force of choice” (much like the rest of the Marine Corps) for any emerging demands.  Just as we focus our Marines and Sailors on preparing for a fight “seven days from now, not seven months from now,” I want to make sure you’re prepared for that possibility as well.  That is who we are as a Marine Corps and a Marine family.  As always, I will be as open with you - as early as I can be - if the likelihood of us deploying increases.
I am looking forward to our Battalion birthday ball next week in Greenville.  We’ve planned what we think will be a great venue and a great night for us to celebrate together.  It comes at the front of a well-deserved long weekend for you to spend with your Marines and Sailors.  We’re still planning the Battalion’s Christmas Party at the beginning of December.  As we have more details for the 1 December event, we’ll get those to you via the companies and the family readiness officer, advisors, and volunteers.  Additionally, we’ll conduct a holiday leave period from 17 December to 7 January, so if you haven’t already, start making your holiday plans now so your Marine or Sailor can request the time.
We’re at the beginning of another busy training year.  As I’ve discussed with you before, expect for your Marines and Sailors to work hard to maintain our proficiency as a highly capable and lethal organization; as always, we’ll ensure that the busy schedule will be coupled with the time they and you need and deserve to spend with family and friends to recharge their batteries.  I speak for all of us in saying that we could not do this without all of you.  SgtMaj Rubio and I look forward to seeing and speaking with all of you soon.
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